
The National Council of the United Episcopal Church of North America met at St. Francis' An-

glican Church, Ava, Missouri on November 11th 2009.   

The meeting opened with Holy Communion at 8.00am.  The Presiding Bishop, the Most Rev. 

Stephen C. Reber celebrated and preached.  After a continental breakfast prepared by the 

ladies of the parish, the National Council convened for its business meeting.  The main items 

on the agenda being the financial status of the Church, provision for Archbishop Reber's re-

tirement, and the reorganization of the Church to facilitate cooperation with the ACC and 

APCK and provide more effective Episcopal ministry to our parishes. 

Consideration of the future direction of the UECNA was examined, including a rapid merger 

with the ACC.  Both Archbishop Reber and Bishop Robinson gave their views on the current 

situation and prospects.  Both agreed that the United Episcopal Church, although small, was 

in good morale and still has its role to play within the Anglican Continuum whilst pursuing 

closer relations with its sister churches.  After some discussion it was decided that immediate 

reunion with the ACC was impractical and likely to be counterproductive, especially as it 

would effectively close the door to the Anglican Province of Christ the King participating in 

the unity process.  Therefore, the UECNA will continue to both actively persue union with the 

other St. Louis Congress Churches, and also continue to develop its own ministry and witness 

over the next five years. 

Mrs. Nina Carelock, the National Treasurer, reported that, al-

though there had been a reduction in offerings to the National 

Church due to a number of parishes departing the UECNA, do-

nations had exceeded expenses by some $9000.00 in the ten 

months ending 10/31/09.  The National Treasury also has an 

accumulated reserve of approximately $165,000, approximately 

a  third of which is designated as retirement funds.   

Archbishop Reber requested an additional suffragan bishop to 

assist him in his duties as Presiding Bishop, and nominated Fr. Glen Hartley as a Suffragan 

Bishop.  A point of order was made that according to the Canons of the UECNA to elect a fur-

ther Suffragan the diocesan synod would have to be called.  The hope was also expressed 

that some sort of reorganization would take place that would improve liaison with the ACC 
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and APCK.  It was also pointed out that with the westward expansion of the UECNA, it was no 

longer practical to have just a single unified diocese as it places undue strain on the Presiding 

Bishop.  Bishop Robinson pointed out that all these objectives could be fulfilled by invoking 

Canon 41, which allows the House of Bishops to make the more remote areas of the UECNA into 

Missionary Districts and appoint bishops to them.  The House of Bishops briefly consulted among 

themselves and brought the following proposals to the National Council: 

Firstly, that the former Missionary District of the West be reactivated and 

the parishes and missions lying within the states of Alaska, and that 

Washington, Oregon, California, Idaho, Nevada, Colorado, Montana, 

Utah, Arizona,  North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, New 

Mexico and Wyoming be placed within it.   

Secondly, that the parishes and missions in the states of Missouri, Arkan-

sas, Oklahoma, Alabama, Florida (west of the Apalachicola River), Louisi-

ana, Mississippi and Texas be constituted as the Missionary District of the 

Ozarks. 

Thirdly, that the Right Rev. Peter Robinson, presently Bishop Suffragan of the UECNA be ap-

pointed as Bishop Ordinary of the Missionary District of the West. 

Fourthly, that the Very Rev. Glen Hartley, Dean of the Ozarks, be consecrated as Bishop Ordinary 

of the Missionary District of the Ozarks, and that co-consecrators be sought from the Anglican 

Catholic Church and the Anglican Province of Christ the King. 

All four recommendations were unanimously endorsed by the National Council.  It is hoped that 

Dean Hartley will be consecrated as bishop in the spring of 2010. 

Archbishop Reber then asked the National Council to appoint Bishop Robinson as liaison officer 

for the UECNA with the Anglican Catholic Church and the Anglican Province of Christ the 

King.  This was unanimously approved. 

Lastly, a proposal was presented on behalf of the Chancellor, Mr. Harold "Fish" Herring, for a gift 

from the Church to assist Archbishop Reber in his retirement.  Archbishop Reber will reach the 

Canonical Retirement age of 72 in September 2010.  The National Council voted in favor of Mr. 

Herring and Mrs. Carelock making arrangements for the Church to pay off the Archbishop's home 

mortgage as a retirement gift to Archbishop and Mrs. Reber.  This will cost approximately 

$48,000. 

The National Council meeting closed at 12.20pm and an excellent lunch was provided by the la-

dies of St. Francis' Parish.  (The Right Rev.) Peter D. Robinson, Bishop of the Missionary District of 

the West, UECNA. 
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òYes, Jesus 

our Lord 

came to  

save uséó  

Deanery of the Ozarks 

G L A D  T I D I N G S  

This is the season for us as women to celebrate with new zeal the birth of our Lord Jesus 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ά/ƘǳǊŎƘ ¸ŜŀǊέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ǎŜǊπ
vices, using our advent wreath and lighting an advent candle each Sunday with anticipation 
of the Midnight Christmas Eve service as Baby Jesus is placed in the manger.  Can you imag-
ine how the shepherds felt as they saw the brightest star, saw angels singing and knelt by the 
manger in admiration of our Lord?  The star was also showing the way for the Wise men 
coming from the east.  How wonderful it is that they were wise enough to understand the 
prediction and respond to their teachings.  Today most people forget to enjoy the special 
meanings of Christmas.  Yes, Jesus our Lord came to save us and we sometimes forget the 
sacrifices God made for us.  Please make this Christmas special for everyone in your family 
and your church family. 

In my last letter in the Glad Tidings I asked you to pray for Audrey Wilson who was having a 
hard struggle with cancer.  Well I have some very good news.  I saw Sylvia and her husband 
at the National Council meeting in Ava, Missouri and was told that Audrey is cancer free.  
Thank you ladies and also your husband and your churches for the prayers you made on her 
behalf.  This will be a very special Christmas for Audrey and her family. It is nice to know 
without any doubts that God does heal and always is there to help in these hard and tenuous 
times. 

As a reminder, the United Thank Offering was scheduled for the 1st Sunday in Advent (Nov. 
29th).  If you have taken up your UTO offering please do so and then send the monies to me 
at 902 S. 16th Street, Coshocton, OH  43812.  

Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Wholesome New Year. 

Sarahann Jenkins, President, United Episcopal Church Women 

United Episcopal Church Women 

On July 11, the clergy of the Deanery of the Ozarks met at Branson, Missouri in the home 
of Fr. Jim and Bobby Sue McTaggert for a morning session of information gathering, a 
ƎǊƛƭƭŜŘ ƭǳƴŎƘ άŀ ƭŀέ CǊΦ WƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƛŘŜŀ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  

In addition to the discussions of the church in general, time was given to specific areas af-
fecting the deanery.  One of the areas discussed was ways to draw the deanery are to-
gether.  It was decided to coordinate as many group events as possible.  Another meeting 
was set for the fall of 2010.   

Church advertising was analyzed and we learned that the most effective seemed to be in-
formational in nature.  More attention was created by offering information about the 
church and its traditions than by just announcing dates and times of services.  This brought 
out ideas that all the parishes can use in their advertising. 

Following a wonderful lunch, the group reconvened for fellowship and discussion.  The day 
was well spent and everyone had the opportunity to address their issues of importance. 

Archbishop 

Reber 
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Is it a  

house or  

a church? 

St. Johnõs Gives Back 
9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¦9/ ƛƴ 
Oakville MD join together with the community to 
provide school supplies to under privileged chil-
ŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΦ  WŜŀƴŜǘǘŜ ½ŀƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƻǊπ
dinates the book bag drive which benefits an av-
erage of 40-50 kids each year.  This project has 
ōŜŜƴ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
parish was able to provide 70 book bags this year 
filled with supplies.  The overwhelming generosity 
of the parishioners and the community help St. 
WƻƘƴΩǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ  {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ōƛƎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ  aǎΦ ½ŀƴŘŜǊ ǊŜπ
ported to the vestry of St. Johns that we have a surplus of school supplies to give us a bit 
ƧǳƳǇ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ ¢ƻ DƻŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ DƭƻǊȅΗ        

G L A D  T I D I N G S  

Natalie Reid Filling Back  

Packs With School Supplies  

For any one that has seen the little house/church on top of the hill across from the radio sta-
ǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ¦{ I²¸ фл ²ŜǎǘΣ ƛƴ [ŀƪŜ /ƛǘȅ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΣ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΧǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ Κ  
Well, if you were to stop by one Sunday morning, I think you would be surprised.  A group of 
Christians sought to have a local Anglican church in this area so we bought an old house and 
converted it to a church. 

There was an old room on the back of the building so this is where we put the sanctuary. 
WOW!  You need to see it now. 

At one time there were homing pigeons flying in and out of this room. The room was full of 
junk, including an old washer and hot water heater. It looked like you could never make it into 
anything. Well you should see what a few dedicated, hard working Christians can accomplish 
when they work together. 

Our little chapel on the hill is only 31 feet long but it is overflowing with the Love of Jesus. 

Since we moved into this place we have added many personal touches. One of the special 
blessings was some stain glass windows. Let me tell you about these windows. We met to-
gether and designed the windows with Christian symbols from throughout Christendom and 
then chose two or three for each window to make a story. Each window brings to light the 
stories of Baptism, Salvation, Communion, the Light of the World, The Agnus Dei (or Lamb of 
God), Repentance and Forgiveness, Pentecost, Prayer, and Christ the Victorious King. 

Once we knew what to have on the windows, we hired a local artist in Lake City to hand -paint 
each one with beautiful cathedral paint. These windows have really made the worship atmos-
phere truly reverent. 

The last thing that we did to our little building was to put a steeple on it, with speakers 
hooked to our music.  Now each Sunday morning when we end the service bells chime 
through our steeple to let the surrounding area know that Jesus Christ is LORD and He is wor-
shiped here. 

Come and be a part of a Living and Worshiping House of God. 

Faith in Christ  

Anglican Church 

9317 US Hwy 90 West 

Lake City, FL 32055 
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We are getting ready for an active Advent season, with special events scheduled for Dec. 13th 

and Dec. 24th. All services for the four Sundays in Advent feature the UECNA Advent Wreath 

Ceremony. All Homilies focus on the relevant theme of the Ceremony for that particular Sunday.  

On the 13th (Third Sunday in Advent) is our Sixth Annual Christmas Sing. This year we decided to have a more 

up-tempo event and have added several carols or hymns, including "On a Christmas Morning" (better known as 

"What Is the Song the Angels Sing"); "I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day"; "Gentle Mary Laid Her Head"; O Holy 

Night; and three additional verses to the old Polish carol "Infant Holy, Infant Lowly". 

On Christmas Eve our special services will begin at 11 PM with hot cider and holiday cake and cookies made by 

the parishioners. At 11:30 we start our Christmas Eve Office, which is pattern on the O Antiphons service of the 

Roman Church. At 12 Midnight is Midnight Office, a service which begins with a Midnight ringing of the Church 

tower bell and a singing of It Came Upon the Midnight Clear, followed by a service adapted from the "O Divine 

Infant Jesus" service of the American and English Church. At 12:10 A.M., we begin our Christmas Day Holy 

Eucharist service, with Collects from the 1928 BCP,the Mozarabic and Gelasian Sacramentaries. 

In other developments, a Deacon, Courtney Fleenor, was ordained by Archbishop Reber on September 13th. 

The fourth book in our Christian Education Study Publications series, Awesome Prayers to Our Awesome God, 

was published on November 29th. The custom-designed cover is based upon a quilt my wife, Corkie, designed 

based on the Altar murals at St. Joseph's Villa Chapel. (Graphic is attached as a jpg). We have begun a Facebook 

page for the Church and are now regular advertisers for our services and special events in Facebook. 

Fr. Ronald E. Shibley, Rector 

St. Chrysostom Anglican Church 

To order this publication, or for additional information, please contact  

Fr. Ron Shibley at frron.stjohnanglican@earthlink.net or call (804) 301-6902 


